
Public Administration  
Introduction 
The famous Greek philosopher Aristotle considered humans as 'social 
animals.' Famously considered as the "The First Teacher,” Aristotle 
believed that an individual's 
completeness is only achievable within society. According to Aristotle, 
“Unity takes precedence 
over individuality,” meaning a person's existence and identity are primarily 
dependent on their 
society and then on their individuality. Therefore, society provides the initial 
platform where individuals step out of their 
individual boundaries and introduce themselves and express their 
influences. When a person 
engages in social interactions, engages in trade, or earns a livelihood by 
adopting various 
professions, they become part of a system within the framework of order 
defined by the laws or 
constitution of the state. The systematic study of various aspects of human 
affairs in society is 
called Public Administration. 
Public Administration is an indispensable aspect of any organization, and 
without it, the 
functioning and activities of the organization are unimaginable. Companies, 
firms, labour unions, religious institutions, political parties, and other 
established organizations all require a system 
that is in line with the nature of that organization. The administrative and 
governance structure of 
private or non-governmental organizations is termed Private Administration, 
while in the case of 
government organizations, it is referred to as Public Administration. As an 
academic discipline, the concept of structure is as old as human social 
history. When humans gained social consciousness, they used structure to 
organize their societies and 
simplify their daily affairs. However, as a subject of study, the history of 
public administration is 



not very ancient. Scholars believe that the study of administrative sciences, 
became relevant with 
the publication of Woodrow Wilson's essay, "The Study of Administration." 
Woodrow Wilson 
was an American politician, lawyer, and education expert who served as 
the 28 
th President of the 
United States from 1913 to 1921. His essay, "The Study of Administration," 
was published in 
1887. It is considered a milestone in the field of public administration. 
Wilson's work brought 
public administration to the forefront as an essential aspect of governance 
and administration. 
Objectives 
The subject Public Administration is of great importance, and it significantly 
impacts every 
aspect of our daily life. The objectives of studying this Unit are as follows:  
to provide learners with an understanding of the meaning and significance 
of Public 
Administration: A significant goal of this Unit is to familiarize learners with 
the 
concepts and meanings of Public Administration. It helps them better 
comprehend the 
functioning of social organizations and governmental processes.  to clarify 
the definition, types, scope, and importance of Public Administration: 
Through this Unit, you will gain knowledge about the essential principles 
and 
significance of Public Administration. You will learn how it contributes to 
organizing 
social structures and improving governmental administration. The subject 
of Public Administration is particularly relevant to administrators, 
policymakers, and 
governmental institutions. It assists them in efficiently addressing 
administrative issues and 



serving the public. However, this Unit is also beneficial for all individuals 
who wish to 
understand their rights and opportunities within society. 


